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W. 11, Smythc  (J I’1,) and the NIMS ‘1’eam.

A direct view of the impact sites of the comet fragments from the
Galileo spacecraft allows a study of the fireball expected to occur
during  the filst  minutes following each impact. 1’1 cdictcd
lcm~)craturcs  of  a  few lhousand  clcgrccs p l a c e  t h e  spccttal
emission wit]lin lhc wavelength ]-angc (().7 to 5.2 pJn) of the Near
]JJfl  al’cd Mapping Spcctromctcr, which will ObSCIVC  several of the
events in scvcIItccII wavc]cngth  bands. ‘1’hC S]) CCtl”a]  baJldS ChOSCJl

cxllibit differing gas opacities and allow sounding  at va] ious depths
ill lhc atnlosl)llcIc. ‘1’]JCSC spectra] positions inc,ludc  the Jovian
sl)ccl]al  wi]~dows (cog. 2.7 an(i 5 ILII1 w i n d o w s  and s h o r t e r
WW21Cll~th  COJl[i  JIUIJIJJ l“C~iOJIS)  aJld  a band fOJ’ ]]3+ CJlli SSiOl).  “1’0

ensure obscrvatiol]  of lIIC impacts, given spaceelaft pointing el-rors,
tllc scan platfo]]l] will dither ac]oss  Jupiter with a 5 sccoJld  pcliod.
l)il[~ will bc rccol dcd for 64 minutes for 4 impacts, although only
a l)OJ tioJl of these data  wi][ bc se. ]cctcd for playback. ])re]imina]”y
]csuits  of tl]c sl)cc[lal  pq)cstics  and t ime dcvclopmcnt  of an
t)l)scrvcd fireball will bc pl-c.scnted.


